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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


GOD'S INVITATION TO SINNERS 
TO REASON WITH HI. 


Lord.” Isaiah 1, 18. 


The character of the people to whom these words! 


were addressed is faithfully drawn, in the chapter. 
from which they are taken. ‘* Hear, O heavens, and! 
for the Lord hath spoken: I bave 
nourished and brought up children, and they have re- 
belled against me. 


giye ear, O earth ; 


The ox knoweth his owner, and 
crib ; but Israel doth not know 
my people doth not consider. Ah, 


the ass his master’s 
sinful nation, a 
with iniqnity, a seed of evil doers, chil- 

are corrupters! they have forsaken the 
Lord, they have provoked the holy one of beg uuto 


people laden 
dren that 


anger, (ie v are gone away backward.” To such 
pe ple th ‘owing exhortation was well addressed. 
‘Wash yo ‘ke youclesn, put away the evil of 
your doings efore mine eyes: cease to evil; 


learn to do wel:, ec.’ Let it be distinctly noticed, 
‘laden with iniquity.” were th 
words of the text ada by God. 


and let us reason together. suzth the 


that to this people, 


sed “Come now 


Lord. Though 
your sins be as scarlet 


a? 


though they be red like crimsen, they shall be as 
w is 


We learn from the text that human reason, in its 
natural state, is like the principle of reason iw the 
Livine mind J do net say that the reason of man is 
tie sane in Jegree, if sol may express myself, but in 
natty ’ he 


J 


son lia ‘oo! are not opposed to each other. This is 


om the consideration that God says to men, 
ome now, aud let us reason logether..”. God and 


nan could not reason together, if the principle of rea- 


ineach were opposed to the other. In that state 


of things, the 


Y might reason according te the different 


princinles of their minds, hut there beine no same- 
they could not be 


People of different languag- | 


bess, Hor union beiween them, 


brought into cooperation. 


es who knew those only which they spake, and who | 


micht converse with much facility in them, could not 
converse fozether. : 
thea to enable a person who understands one thereby 
‘o understand the other. Their thoughts could not be 
trausiered, In fine, cooperation 


tween things opposed to each other. 


a oe : , 
Ye learn from this that human reason is not that} 


carnal, delusive 


sented it to be. 


principle which men have repre- 
It is a principle God entreats men to 
Use i, reflecting upon his works and ways. It is a 
principle men use in relation to every thing but re- 
lizion, They use it without danger, and without fear 
danger. Yea more, it is thought a safeguard. 
Now if it were dangerous to use reason upon the sub- 
ject of religion, it would be to use it upon any other 
subject. But we all know this is entirely false. 
. We learn also from the text and context, that man, 
‘0 his natural state, is capable of understanding the 

works and ways of God. Those people to whom God 
said, ¢ come now, and let us reason together,” were 
snners, as we have shown, unregenerated, ** laden 
with iniquity,” whose sins were as scarlet and crim- 


ar 
mn. This part of my subject should be, by the 
reader, 


particularly considered, because people ge- 


| 

tamor}- hosed. 
| state, as they call it, wil 

‘Come now, and let us reason together, saith the} ? y 

| reasonable, hecausce it 


| have been assisted iv getting them into this habit by a 


~ 


F > ‘ ! 
. they shail be as white as snow ; 


. 7 { 
rea-ov of may andthe principle of tea- 


There is not sufficient likeness in! 


cannot exist be- | 


nerally have entertained an opinion or suspicion “that | 
they cannot reason upon religious subjects, nor un-! 
derstand them at a!] until they are miraculously me- | 
while in their natural | 
reject any thing that is 
appears so. And the clergy | 


And many, 


misuse of that passage in Proverbs ; ** There is a way | 
that seemeth right untoa man; but the end theres 
/ are the ways of death.’ Our 
| people ia his day, 


Saviour said unto the | 
ist after having calledthem hypo- 
| crites, ** why even Po yourselres judge ye vot what 
is right?’ It has been found 
some people to say, when the inte 


volted at the absuMity oftheir creed, 


very convenient for 
ligent man has re- 
“ali! you are 
in a state of nature ; your reason is carnal; you can- 
not understand the ways of God.” 

It should alse be noticed, that God is the being who 
entreats sinnersto reason with him. From this we 
learn that he is willing to submit his ways to the de- 
cision of the reason of 
mediately concern. 
sinners to eternal woe, we should not expect this of 


those whom they most im- 
But ifhis decree consigned al! 





‘him. 
To close these brief remarks « 
I ject, | would exhort the reales 


pon an impertant sub- 
‘o exercise his reason 


' . — . . 
answer then to this question, is, 


ee ea 
| what means did “the Colossians become so interested, 
in Christ, as to be entitled to the fulness of the God 
head, as manifested in his resurrection state, destitute 
of flesh and sin? The simplest mind will be able to 
understand that the Colosians could not have become 
thus interested # Christ by the means of believing in 
him, for this interest is the object of belief, and there-. 
fore must have been true before itwas believed. The 
the Colossians were, 
in Christ, were thus “complete iv 
by a divine constitution, established by the ful- 
ness of the Godhead, entirely independent of their 
It is 
important to ask whether there is any eyidence, 
either in scripture or nature to support the belief that 
the fulness of the Godhead gave to the Colossians 
this glorious interest in Christ, by a divine constitu-— 
tion, independent of their creature wisdom, knowledge, 
or agency, and at the same time excluded from the 
of this constitution and ipterest apy. other 
fimily ? To minds which are free 
from improper attachuentsto the creeds of men, it 
willoppear ag soul-rejoicing treth, that our 
heaveuly Father has given to the fulness of the hu- 
man family, an eternal inheritance, which is incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and which fadeth not away. | 


thus interested 
| him,” 


“6 2 
creature wisdom, knowledge, or agency. 2d, 


privileges 
part of the human 


rlor: ious, 





upon the subject of religion 
» who entreats s: * Come now 


and tet us reason together.” 


sing to hi aners saying, 


RICHARDS. 
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PERFECTION IN CHRIST. 


‘* And ye are complete in him.’ Col. 2, 10, These 
not complete in themselves, or in their then 
attainments, for had this been the case he wonld not 


have spoken of their being complete in Christ. Im- 


present 





mediately preceding these words. the Apostle informs 
ibis brethrev that in Christ * dwelleth all the fulness of 
| the Godhead bodily,” so that they were privileged, 
in Christ. with the perfections of the Godbead in al) 


their fulness. Immediately following the words, 
, “© ye are complete in him,” the author adds ; ‘* which 
is the head ofall principality and power.’? Showing 
above Christ. 


Apustie 


‘that there being no prince or power 
‘their entire perfection was in him. The 
then proceeds to be particniar, and clearly indicates 
|what he means by saying that the Colosians were 
complete in Christ. ‘In whom also ye are circum- 
cised with the circumcision made without hands, in 
putting off the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of 
Christ ; buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye 
are risen with him through the faith of the operation 
of God, who hath raised him from the dead.” Here 


the inspired writer evidently comes to the end of his) 


subject relating to the perfection of tye Colossians. 


his cannot be displea- | 


It seems proper here to state, that on the one hand 
ithe Calvinists have a fair opportunity to attack Uni- 
|versalism, and of refuting it, by showing that while 
there is sufficient proof, that the above named interest 
| was given to the Colossians, as above stated, it was 
| not so given toa!l mankind ; and on the other hand 
| the Arminians have equally as fair an opportunity of 
| disproving Universalism, by showing that the Colos- 
| sinwa were interested in Christ as above seen, by the 
means of their believing in him. H. B. 





words of St. Paul, indicate that the Colossians were | 





{ 
| 
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HINTS TO UNIVERSALISTS. 


There is no mode of obtaining knowledge so cheap, 
'nor attended with less labor to the reader, as perio- 
‘dical publications. Yor the last twenty years, know- 

ledge has gradually increased, aspirit of general in- 
quiry has been excited, and a vast revolution in 


religious opinion produced, and to such publ- 
/cations, are we in a great measure indebted for 


their accomplishment. Almost all sects, aware of 
their utility, have their periodical journals, for the 
defence and diffusion of their views of the Bible. 
The zeal with which these are supported and dis- 
seminated among other denominations of christians, 
The very noise, is enough to rouse every 
Universalist from sleep. It is true they also have 
periodical publications. Dut the question is, are those 
awake to their importance, and engaged in the labor 
of them, sufficiently encouraged? We have been in- 


is great. 





They were complete in the resurrection of Christ ; 
the flesh and all its sins were evidently put away in| 
his resurrection and entire glorification completed. | 

As it seems impossible to apply the Apostle’s argu- | 
ment, in the place where our text is found, to any, 
thing short of what has been suggeste ed; and as there, 
appears to be nothing, wanting in the connexion, to} 
enable us thus to nnderstand him, several important | 
queries necessarily grow out ofthe subject, to which | 





the reader’s attention is particularly invited. Ist. By! 


formed, that in some places, such publications Jan- 
guish and are ready to expire for want of suppert. 
| We are unwilling to believe, that this arises from a 
niggardly sordid disposition, or from want of proper 
zeal in diffusing what Universalists believe to be the 
truth ; but frem other causes which we think might 
very — be removed. With a special view to theis 
‘removal, we take the liberty to suggest « few hints 


for the cai al consideration of every kph st. 


Look 


Ist, What state of the Union do you live in? 
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around, and calculate, if there be not a sufficient ! offences be instantly made, and let them do so no 
number of Universalists in it, to support a periodical; more. In every possible case, we say the subscription 
publication. If there is, let every one use his indi- | for one year ought to be paid in a he pb 
i i d rigi: : scribers 
vidual exertions to begin one, support it, and diffuse . should rigidly adhere to this rule ll subscribe 


itas extensively as possible. The place from whence | worth having, willhave no objection to it. Such as 


it shall issue, the persons who shall cceaduct it, toge-. would object, willlikely involve them in Rerpreyn7 
ther with other circumstances, your own local know- and loss in the end. The sooner all such subscribers 
ledge and good sense will direct. That it should are struck from the list so much the better. 7 
proceed from the capital of the state, and be con- names only make editors and privters dream , ut 
ducted by the best talents you can command, we need that they are eating, and behold when they oe 
hardly suggest. Ifthe number is insufficient to sup- they are hungry. It is not a list of names, however 
port such a publication, subscribe for those publi- , long or respectable, that can pay the paper maker, 
cations printed in some other states, which are de-; and we presume printers are not a race of mortals who 
voted to the diffusion of your views of divine truth. can live without food and raiment any more than our- 
ty sodoing you increase your own knowledge, and selves. By paying the subscription price in advance, 
eventually will increase your numbers, and thus be- | the editors can purchase their materials at a lower 
come fellow helpers to the trath of God in the world. , rate, pay their hands when their work is done, and in 
li you cannot do all, which might be desirable in allrespects make their calculations with more cer 
the state you live in, do as much as is in the power | tainty in this business. ; ' 
of your hands to perform, in your present circumstan-| of the editors, we should think, is sufficient security 
ces. It was by first reading and disseminating perio-|in allordinary cases, for the fulfilment of this en- 
dical publicat.ons printed in other places, which led | gagement. That man must have lost all confidence 
eventually to the establishment of those most com-| in his fellow men, who would hesitate to risk such a 
monly now read among Universalists. Itisbut a few trifle as this with them. All must see, that this mode 
vears since they took the hint, and not a few of such | of proceeding, is only taking a burden off the shoul- 
journals are now printed throughout the union. | ders of a few editors, paper makers, and printers, and 
2d. Never begin a second or a third periodical pub- | putting it on that of the community at large. ‘The lat- 
lication in the same state, until morally certain, that | ter can bear it easy, the former have long and justly 
the number and wealth of Universalists in it, are able | complained under it. The remainder of our remarks 
to support them. Let the talents, and efforts of Uni-; we reserve for another paper. 
versalists be devoted to support one. Let them unite. Ayn InaurRER AFTER TRUTH. 
as one mantorender it respectable, and universally 
useful throughout the state in which they live. Ta- 
lents and influence concentrated, and devoted to such 
an undertaking, will accomplish much, but divided, If it will not be deemed inconsis- 
can accomplish but very little. Better one well sup- tent with the designof a public newspaper, I wish 
ported publication in a state, than half a dozen, drag- | through the medium of your journal, to call the at- 
ging out a miserable cxistence for the want of it. | tention of the Theological world toa new Book, on a 
The editors of such a work, ought to be put beyond} deeply interesting subject. 
the fear ofits death, for want of support. quiry into the Scriptural import of the werds Sheol, 
3d. Every Universalist throughout the United | Hades, Tartarus, and Gehenna ; all translated Hell. 
States, ought to subscribe, if able, for at least one such in the common English version. By Walter Balfour.” 
periodical publication, Let the very poorest one of | —Hiaving recently persued it, and considering it cal- 
them ask himseli,—do I not spend more in some use-| culated to undermine one of the most universally re- 
less, yea pernicious luxury in the course of the year,! ceived doctrines of the Religion of our Forefathers, 
than would pay for one of such periodical works ?|1am anxious that it should be examined by sone of 
All those who do not, we excuse then, and recom- jour learned theological Doctors : and if its arguments 
mead it to those who take such publications, to give; can be refuted, that it should be done before they 
such persons a reading of their papers gratuitously. | have had extensive influence. This is an age of bold 
Such as are wealthy, and can afford it, we think they investigation, and ours a country of free inguiry ; and 
would find it one of their best luxuries, to take a/all good and honest men must wish that a subject of 
number of papers. For the sum of ten dollars yearly, | the vast importance ofthe one discussed in his new 
a man may read such publications from various parts) work, should be treed from doubt and uncertainty. 
ofthe union ; and can ten dollars be laid out on any e4n Inquirer after Truth. 
one article, better calculated, todo good to himself, 
his family, and the neighbourhood around him? He ie, Jae 


would likely find it eventually to save him more than From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 
that sum for supporting paupers. 


The character and standing 





From the Boston Patriot. 


GENTLEMEN: 








At any rate, the 
pleasure of thus doing good, would soon afford him 
more happiness, than ten dollars worth of luxuries to 
histable. Wedo not surely envy that rich man’s 
situation, who lives by bread alone, and who lives 
merely for himself, and indiffereut to the moral and 
temporal happiness of those around him. The man 
who believes that God is good unto all, can he be in- 
different to either of these ? 

4th. Let no universalist (or any other man,) sub- 
scribe for any periodical publication, unless he pays 
down his subscription for one year, aud if he intends 
‘o continue it longer, remit the price at the com- 
wencement of the next, or give due notice to the edi- 
turs, that he wishes it discontinued. It is to be fear- 


Self, am an anxious inquirer for the truth. In the 
course of my inauiries I have been privileged with 
reading Rev. Mr. Balfour's work, which has an in- 
creasing circulation in the country, and cannot but 
confess that the arguments made use of by the author, 
appear to me so Conclusive that I am almost persuaded 
to become a Universalist. I have applied to a num- 
ber of learned divines and laymen in my Vicinity, to 
point out to me the errors of his arguments, but none 
as yet have beenable so to do. The object of my 
writing this communication is to be informed whether 
you know of any person engaged to answer it? If no 
one has calculated on this, I do most earnestly exhort 


rate some of the learned divines of America, who are cap- 
ed,that some subscribe for such publications, who; able of showing his errors, if he has not argued on just 


my calculate to pay forthem. ‘This is not mailirl aot conclusive grounds, to hasten speedily to the 
ronest, and, is 4 mean and contemptible mode of be-| work of covfuting his sentiments, before many are 
iug dishonest, Should this meet the eye of any con-} led by it to embrace the doctrine of Universal Salva- 


scious of guilt, who have not remitted: the price of} tioa. Pardon my freedom. Your's. &c 
*E4F papers to the editors, Jet restitution for all past STEARNS 
be a . 








It is entitled “ An In-' 


Mr. Ep1tor—I am a person, who, if I know my- | 









REPLY. 


In answer to the question of our friend Stearns Fe 
reply that we have not heard that any one has 
engaged to answer Balfour's Inquiry. We have heard 
that a certain Calvinistic preacher in this State, on 
being asked whether it was probable that the Ortho- 
dox would answer it ; repiied, that it was most likely 
they would not, and assigned as the Principal rea. 
son, that they considered it beneath their notice ! On 
being informed of this, we could not but pity that ef. 
fort which some people make to appear great in their 
own littleness ; 


er 


** As ifupon a full proportioned dome, 

On swelling columns heaved the pride of ari, 
A critic fly, whose feeble ray scarce spreads 
An inch around, with blind presumption bold, 
Should dare to tax the structure of the whole 


It is amusing sometimes to observe the arts which 
too many of our enemies resort to, to form an_ excuse 
for observing a studied silence on Universalist pub- 
lications. Whenthey are convinced that a work js 
/ unanswerable, and that they cannct confute it, they 
set off in insect swelling and declare it beneath their 
notice / ‘Tous this appears to bea subterfuge, mise- 
rable indeed. ‘The work above mentioned is nog 
‘* beneath the notice’? of any divine whatever; and 
could those self-elevated gentlemen disprove the 
learned author’s arguments, we have no doubt, that 
instead of professing to thiuk so lightly of it they 
would feel much, yea, very much Aonored in no- 
ticing it. 


——t | GD | i 
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QUERIES CONCERNING A “STATE OF PRO 

| BATION.» 

To the Calrinistic and Arminian Clergy. 
GENTLEMEN : 





Having been, for many years, fas 
| miliar with your preaching and writing, aud having 
noticed that you have much to say about a state of 
prot-ation, |now call upon you to answer to certain 
queries, Which, bye and bye, I shall put to you. 

In various parts of the bible we have an account of 
two different states, in which all mankind, at one 
time or other, are placed ; the oue a state of sin and 
niisery, the other a state of holiness and happiness. 

For instance, we have these two states particularly 
| described by the prophet Jeremiah, in relation to the 


‘ 





house of Israel, as follews :— 

Chap. 15. ‘* Then said the Lord unto me, Tho? 
Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet my mind 
could not be toward this people. Cast them out of 
my sight, and let them go forth. And it shall come 
to pass, if they say unto thee whither shalt we §° 
forth ? then thou shalt say unto them, such as af6 
for death, todeath; and suchas are for the sword, to 
the sword ; and such as are for famine, to the famine ; 
aud suchas are for the captivity, to the captivity. 
And 1 will appoint over them four kinds, saith 0 
Lord ; the sword to siay, and the dogs to tear; an 
the fowls of heaven, and the beasts of the earth, to 


And 1 will cause them to be 
th.” In the 


9, God will | 


‘ 


devour and to destroy. 
removed into all the kingdoms of the ear 

°° € 
way, as we read in chapters 7, 17, 23, 2 


i d burp 
pour out his fury upon the people of Israel, S » and 
them with a fire that * shall not be quenched, 


bring ** an everlasting reproach, and @ Ag 
shaine, that shall not be forgotten,” Upoe A 
After all this has taken place, God says, bY the yo 
phet, (chap. 32.) ‘+ Behold, I will gather — 
ofall countries whither] have driven them, by will 
anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath, an Mata 
bring them again into this place, and will — at 
todwell safely, and they shall be my peoples a 
I will be t' eir ‘-od ; and I will give them one op 
oue way, that bey may fear me sorever, [or the 
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of thew, and their children after them: and 1 wil! 
make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will 
not turn away from them to dothem good ; but I will 
put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart 
from me: yeal will rejoice over them, to do them 
good, and i will plant them, in this land, assuredly, 
with my whole heart, and with my whole soul. For 
thut saith the Lord, like as I have brought all this 
ereat evil (viz. war, famine, pestilence and disper- 
sion) upou this people, so will | bring upon them 
4!] the good that I have promised them.” 

Now, gentlemen, one very important query, to 
which I wish you to attend, is, which of the states 
above described, is a state of probation, with the 
house of{srael? In the first state, that people are 
very wicked, and suffer the ** great evil”? of the un- 
queuchable fire of God’s *“‘ anger ard fury,” until 
they are scattered abroad ‘‘ amongall the nations of 
the earth,’ and * an everlasting reproach, and per- 
petual shame,” is brought upon them: (called by 
Daniel, “shame and everlasting contempt, and by 
Matthew, ‘‘ everlasting punishment,’ aud by John, 
“* the resurrection of damnation.”?) Isthis what you 
In the 
other state meutioned, when the house of Israel come 


meanby a state of probation, gentlemen ? 


to be gathered again into their own land, we are in-! 
: . ; ° P | 
formed that God puts his fearin their hearts, so that, 


they shall neveragain depart from him, and makes 
an everlasting covenant with them, that he will not 
Is this what 
ygu mean, gentlemen, by a state of probation? Should 


turu away from them todo them good. 


you, in your great wisdom, see fit to answer my que- 
ries, in either case, in the affirmative, 1 should like 
to have you lend your attention to several others. 
which would then grow out of the case, such as— 

ist. If the state where the wicked are suffering 
the fire of God’s anger and fury, and where the fire 
shall not be quenched, be a state of probation, and 
it should be misimproved, what will be the conse- 
gnence ? any thing more than fire that shall not be 
queuched ? 

2d. If, asthe prophet states, after suffering the fire 
that shall not be quenched, of God’s anger and fury, 
the people who are the subjects of it, are restored to 
their own land, and have God’s fear put in their hearts, 
that they shall not depart from him, and have his 
everlasting covenant, that he will not turn away from 
them to do them good, if that be a state of probation, 
and it should be misimproved, would God, contrary 
to his everlasting covenant, turnaway from them not 
todo them good? If so, what would be the conse- 
quence? any thing more than the fire that shall not 
be quenched, of God's anger and fury? If nothing 
more, but precisely the same, would not the same 
people have to return again, such as are for death. 
to death ; and such as are for the swerd, to the sword ; 
and such asare for famine, to the famine; and such 
as are for captivity to the captivity ? 

3d. When you shall have gone round and round 
With the subject, to your full satisfaction, in quest of 
a state of probation, and shall not find it, what will 
be the reason that you will not open your lips, nor 
move your pens, to give either me orthe publick any 
intimation of your difficulty ? Willit be because you 
are snugly settled ona comfortable salary, and do not 
Wish to have it jeopardized ? ; 

4th. Were twenty-five thousand dollars per annum 
pledged to you, in case of your success, and fifty cents 
per anuum forfeited on your part, in case of failure 
iu how many years would you undertake to find, in 
the bible, and to present fairly before the publick 
an account of astate of probation, for rewards an 


punishments in what you are in the habit of callir. 
another world ? , 


Not having the least expectation that you will eithe 
nee these queries, orany thingelse which purpor! 
9 callin question the dogmas of your iniallibility, | 





beg leave to suggest for your cousideration, whether 
you are not, either the most stupid set of beings in 
society, or, what is no better, the veriest impostors. 

It was formerly called ‘+ a wonderful, horrible 
thing,” that ‘the prophets prophecied falsely, and 
that the priests bore rale by their means ;” but now 
itseems to be considered ove of the very prettiest 
things in the world. 

One would think the prophet must have had his 
eye, particularly, at the extensive and pseudo-picus 
influence of the present priesthood, when he said. 
‘* My people love to have it so.” Jer. 5, 30, 31. 

The sanctiou'ous manner in which they presen‘, 
as sacred and undoubted truth, the dogma of 
astate of proiation for eternity, and denounce, as 
heretics, infidels, and antichrists, those who ques- 
tion it, and the insufferably absurd and foolish notions 
that grow out of it, are productive of the most egre- 
gious deception, and the most unmercifuland ungodly 
tyranny, that ever existed in the world. The ty- 
ranny of which I speak is both mental and corporeal. 
Having enslaved the mind to their superstitious tra- 
ditions, the bodily powers of a large portion of the 
community are made, by the priests, subservient to 
their interests, and crusading enterprises. Thou- 
sands of our fellow creatures do dig and plant, and 
reap, to foster and cherish the prophets that prophecy 
falsely, and the priests that bearrule by such means, 
and the people, being the subjects of their duplicity. 
love to have it so. J, Heveses, 
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CALVINISTIC CONSISTENCY. 


Llency or rationalily, to the reasonable mind ? To" 
which he freely answered, there was not, to our un- 

derstandings. But, notwithstanding, he contended 

that it was scriptural. He thought it no evidence 

against such an idea, that, to us, it had all the ap- 

pearance ofinconsistehcy and unreasonableness. As 

you must know, I was not a little surprised to hear a 

‘bristian divine attribute such a character to that 
God, whom the Scriptures declare to be love—who 

is impartial, as all Nature and Revelation declare, 

and who is without shadow of turning. But I thought 

him, notwithstanding, the most consistent, of all 

those, who hold to inconsistencies in matters of re- 
ligion ; inasmuch as he had no idea, as thousands 

have, that God was ignorant of the future destiny 

ofman. He undoubtedly believes that if any one 

isto be eternally miserable God Almighty must, not 

simply have known, but decreed it ; consequently 
raised them up sor that very purpose. Now F would 

only suggest, has not this man mistaken the charac-~ 
ter of some other being for that of the Almighty ? 

M. B. B. 
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CLERICAL ARROGANCE. 


Astheclergy, in general, have seen fit, in their 
wisdom, to enact the penalty of endless punishment 
as the indi:pensible sanction of religion and morality, 
they have thereby induced the question whether they 
are not guilty of arrogance in so doing? If it be al- 
lowed that the divine Being has revealed in the scrip- 
tures, that religion, and required that morality which 
are acceptable to him, and has also faithfully deciared 
those retributions which his wisdom saw meet in rela- 


Messrs. Evirors :—I! had strong doubts whether | tion to spurious religion and the violation of bis moral 


there were, at this time, any christians, in Massa- 


requirements, it appears perfectly clear that if the 


chusetts, who were so bold as to assert, unequi- clergy have superadded any thing to the sanctions 


vocally, that God Almighty is partial, until within a 


which God has revealed, they are justly chargeable 


few days, passing, in the Stage, from Piymouth tow-} with arrogance, even bordering on presumption. 


ards Boston, I fell in company with an orthodox or 
Calvinistic Minister, who effectually dispelled all such 
doubts. After a few preliminary observations, our 
conversation turned upon what is denominated libe- 
ral christianity, upon which we agreed without par- 
ticularizing, that many of its positions or opinions, 
were correct—but not all. After descanting upon 
a few passages of Scripture, the conversation was 
again waved, and the subject of man’s eternal sal- 
vation introduced. As our interview was to be but 
short, I thought it proper that all that could be said 


It is acknowledged that our heavenly Father seen 
fit to call Abraham from the idolatry of his fathers, and 
to teach him the knowledge of himself; that in a co- 
venant of promise He gave to him the true faith, 
required of him, and his posterity these rites and mo- 
ral duties, which were pleasing in His sight. But 
is there asingle clergyman in christendom who will 
pretend that the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
ever indicated to them or to their posterity that an 
apostacy from this faith or a violation of those moral 
requisitions would be punished with endless misery ? 


on the subject should be brought to one point ; to|!faman bas a desire, in these times, to be religious, 


effect this, I inquired of my opponent whether it were 
practicable that man should be the recipient of eter- 
nal life, unless it were purely the gift of God? To 
which he replied in the negative. He was folly in 
the belief, that if men were ever made endlessly 
happy, it must be the free gift of the Almighty-——and 
nothing, on the part ofthe creature, could serve, in 
the least, to facilitate, or make itsure. I then asked, 
ifhe did not believe, without doubt, that a certain 
part of mankind would be miserable to all eternity ? 
To which he readily answered in the affirmative. | 
then asked whether it were not representing God as 
a partial being, to declare that he will bestow eternal] 
life, or happiness upon one part of mankind, and not 


to live a pious and godly life, and to enjoy the fellow- 
ship of saints and the Communion of the church, he 
must first begin by being most horribly afraid of being 
sent to hell to all eternity, where the clergy inform 
us that we all ought, in justice, to be sent. This 
state offear must last as long aud become as tor- 
menting as the fashion where the man’s love requires. 
In relation to this, custom varies in differ. nt places, 
as it does in other things. A day or two in some 
places, a week, a fortnight, a month or wore is cus- 
tomary in other places. ‘The ministersexamine these 
miserable wretches, as the priests did the lepers Ly 
the direction of Moses, and when they become se en- 
lightened by the fear of hell as to know ail about 


on the other ; when, a the same time, nothing was/4ivine justice, and can plainly see how it would 
requisite to be done, on the part of those who are to shine forever in their everlasting wisery. and feel 
he eternally miserable, in order to effect their salva-|such a holy devotion to the attribution of justice as 


‘ion? To which he replied, Yes, God is partial. 


to -induce them. for the sake of being saved from if, 


fe furthermore stated, that God Almighty would|to be willing to endure its endiess vengene¢e ; and 


‘lory in the damnation of the nonelect. I then asked, 
‘fhe could reconcile such conduct, as he had ascribed 
o the Deity, with infinite benevolence ? No said he, 
or can any other.nan! I then asked, if there were 


are fully persuaded that, millions. no more sinful than 
themselves, will inevitably be miserable ‘e:ever, and 
feel willing to have it so, the ministerfelis tha: he ia 
authorised, by the holy unctien of his ofhce, to pre- 





ay thing in such a representation of the character of ,nounce them regenerated, and heirs of everiasting 


the Almighty, which bore the least appearance of consis- 


fereee 
| sal ation aid glory. 
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When we look these things over and soberly reflect 
on them, and search the sacred scriptures to learn if 
any thing like all this is recorded for our example, 
we are under the necessity of concluding that these 
customs have grown out of the arrogancy of the clergy 
in which they have presumed to require what our 
heavenly Father never imposed. Who, among the 
ancients ever learned true piety and religion in thi- 
way? We have an account of Abel’s acceptable 
devotion to the Almighty; but we have no intima 
tion of his ever having been tormented with the fea: 
of eternal wrath, orof his seeing the justice of Goc 
in sending him to hell forever, or of his being willing 
t> be damned himself or to have any one else foreve: 
miserable. We read of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; 
of Noah, Job, and Daniel, and many others, who 
were blessed with true religion and practised accep 
table piety and morality, but we have no intimation 
that any of them were ever tormented with the fear 
of eternal misery. [s it not arrogance then for our 
clergy to pretend that without the sanction of hell in 
the eternul world, true religion cannot be experi- 
enced orevjoyed, and that morality cannot be main- 
tained ? 

Take away the fear offuture damnnation, say th: 
clergy, and there is no inducement either to religior 
or temperance. Along with this sentiment let us 
place one expressed in the faithful testimeny of diviiie 
truth: **Godso loved the world that he sent his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
might not perish, but have everlasting life ; for God 


sent not his son into the world to condemn the word, 
but that the world through him might be saved. | 


But God commendeth his love towards us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 
Here are the testimonies of Jesus and of Paul, which 
periectly agree in the fact that God loves sinners, 
and is disposed to their salvation so muchas that he 
Let The 
question here be considered : Can any reasonable 


has sent his son to die for that purpose. 


man or woman believe, with all the heart and un- | 


derstanding that any soul can be in danger of endles: 
torments whom God loves and fur whom Christ died ? 
If the love of God and the mission of His Son Jesus do 
not secure the creatnre’s everlasting salvation, what 
can? Isit not arrogance, even presumptuous arro- 
gance, for our clergy to pretend that the fear of ai 
eternal hell, is a better foundation for hope to res’ 
upon, than the love of Godin Christ Jesus our Lord / 

But what seems to uncover this arrogance and to 
present it to tull view, isthe common saying of the 
clergy of the present day, viz. If it be true that God 


loves the sinner and that the Saviour is the sinner’s | 


friend, it is dangerous to the morals of Sooiety, to hold 


up sucha sentiment. This is ineffect to say; The! 


divine declaration, ofthe love of God to the world. 
is not sufficiently guarded as to be safe to the morais 
of society ; and therefore we will keep it out of sight, 
andteach the people religion and morality on the 
more safe basis of the fear of hell in the eternal 
world ! 


Such arrogance in those, who profess to be the hum- 
ble disciples of the meek and lowly Saviour, is really 
loathsome and extremely disgusting. What, are we 
te believe that our clergy have invented a better 
method to build up religion and to maintain moral: 
in the world than that dvised by the wisdom of 
God? They contend that itis licentious to hold up 
the love of God to sinners; that the wicked will be 
induced thereby to increase in iniquity. And yet, as 
stupid as they are, they will allow that God has de- 
clared his love to sinners in His word, has abun- 
dantly manifested it tivough the death of his Son, 
and also that Wis daily Providence is full of favor to 
the just and tothe unjust. Then it is plain that their 


arrogaucy amountstoas much as to say; God says i feigned love of God? more love of men ? 
be loves the sinner, He s is 8 ie | i ay 
; ent his Son to die for ae es more anxious to do goodto the needy— 
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sinner, and He loads the sinner with his goodness 
every day, but all this is licentious; and unless we 
can counterbalance its effects witn the fear of hell. 
inafuture state the morals of Society will be ruined. 
l'o such presumptious arrogance the words of Hannah 
seem to be appropriate ; * Talk no more so exceeding 


proudly ; let not arrogancy come out of your mouth : | 


or the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by him ac- 
, ; 
tious are weighed.” H. Bb. 
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HUMAN LIFE. 


As on the rade, tempest’ous sea, 

When stormy winds, impet’ous, rise, 
When black’ning clouds, terrific, spread 
Their mantles round the vaulted skies; 
When, with their long and threat*’ning roar, 
Loud peals of thunder rend the air, 

Dread lightuings dart their flaming shaits, 
And paint the gloom, with aw/ul glare ; 
High, on the mountain billow’s top, 

The littie shallop, mounting uow, 

Stands, trembling, on the giddy height, 
Or plunges in the gulf below : 

Thus, on the stormy sea of life, 

While howling tempests, round him, roar, 
Sails man, amid the darksome gloom, 
That hides, from view, the distant shore. 
*Mid threat’ning dangers. now he soars 
High, on the angry billows height, 

Or sinks into the dark abyss, 

Among the fearful shades of night. 

Yet, as the ** sea boy's” watchful eye, 
Catches the Sun’s first cheering ray, 

And, through the distant cloud, descries 
And welcomes the returning day : 
Triumphant shines the radient Low, 


| And nature’s wild convulsions, cease, 


Fear lull’d to rest, hope smiles around, 
And breathes the geutie strains of peace. 


And lurking dangers, thickly press, 


| 
Thus, tho’ a thousand ills surronnd 


Tho’ secret care, and pallid fear, 
And gloomy doubt torment the breast ; 
Tho’ adverse gales, around us roar, 
And waves of grief rnn ** mountains high,” 
Hope lulls onr troubl’d souls to rest, 
And points to heav’n, the tearful eye. 
J. FRIEZF. 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION, 

As these are thousands of people who sincerely be- 
lieve, that those public excitements denominated 
** Revivals,” are revivals of “ pureand undefiled re- 
ligion,” it may not be amiss to call their attention to a 
few questions directly on the merit of the subject. 
Pure and undefiled religion consists in loving God and 
man, in doing good to men in need, and in keeping 


ourselves clean from the pollutions of the world. The’ 


following passage from Micah shews all God requires 
ofuseither in disposition or conduct. It therefore, 
embraces all the duty of pure and undefiled religion. 
‘+ He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good ; and 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, 
love mercy,and to walk humbly with thy God?” 
Now a revival of such religion as this, must be a re- 
newed performance of such duty, and you cannot 
kuow it in any other way than seeing people ** Do 
justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God.” 
Here jet me ask, can you discover in those excite- 





ments commonly called revivals of religion, more wn- 


Are peo- 
“to visit | 













ee i 





. . Fa a 
the fatherless and widows in their offiction 9 Are 


they more careful to keep themselves clean from the 


pollutions of the world,—slander, self conceit, into. 
lerance, bigotry, and hypocricy? Are they nore 
anxious to do justly ?—not talk, nor look, nor PTAYs nor 
exhort justly.--Do they love mercy more ? Of which 
do they appear to Le most fond, merey or justice ? 


"Amn16e 8 — fe ae 9 
promises or threatenings : 





salvation or Punishment 2 
(Ivit nota fact, thataman would not be considered 


as having had any increase of religion whose zeal in 
defence of eternal damnation had not increased ? Do 
people walk more humbly with God? Not talk, nor 
look, but walk humbly, and thisto>, with Ged? I fear, 
if there is any change with respect to true religion 
in these revivals, there is less of it then, than at other 
times. RICHARDS, 


dinivevsalist {Magasine, 

















Boston, Saturday, Aug. 14, 1824. 





SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE, 





An Ingnisition was takenin this city, on Monday, 
ona view of the body of a man, (name unknown.) 
found drowned in Charles River, at the north part of 
the city. He had ona pair of blue pantaloons, coarse 
drawers, and white cotton shirt—no other outside gar- 





ments. 


Any person having knowledge of any one 
missing of the above description, is requested to inform 
TUOS. BADGER; 
Corner Saffold Counts, 


the subscriber, 


Boston, .Jugust 10, 18 


NEW ? r 
Weare happy to state that we have received the 
first nnmber of the Crenmistiayn ft ELescore, published 
ut Fravidens: “a ty Harzidlda: Cranston, Lsgr, 
|Rer. David 1 ng, Lditor 
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iko- The perce ea! ‘Orthotox Wit,” in ear 
jla:t paper, ourht ‘o hove ben credifed to (New 
| ork) Gospel Herald: 





MAERIED, 

In Charlestown. by Kev. i. Whittemore, Mr. Bar- 

nabas Ldmandsiv uss bktiza Whittemore. 
LIF), 

In Roxbury, on the 7th. inst. Mr. Joseph B. Kidder, 
aged 31.) Mr. Kidder was one whose unostentations 
manners, and aflectionate disposition, endeared hin to 
how that knew bim. fe ever appeared actuated by 

the benign and cheerful spirit of that ** grace which 
| bringetb salvation to all meu.” 
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| FRANKLIN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS. 

Notice is hereby given, that the Franklin Associa- 
tion wiil meet, avreeab y to adjournment, at Ber- 
pardstown, Mass. on the third Vi ecinesday in October 
next. Allthe brethren in the ministry who can make 
it convenient, are requesied to attend. Any request 
to have the Associofion convene at some other piace 
the evsuing year, should be forwarded to the present 
session. JOUN BROOKS, Clerk. 

Bernardstown, August 2, 1824. , 

P.S. The Printer of the ** Religious Inquirer,” is 
‘requested to insert the above. 
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| Cash received on account of the Universalist Magast 


| Mr. F. C. Powel, Potsdam, N. Y. $5 Po 
/Capt. H. Ide, Hinsdale, N.H. > 00 
Mr. D. Annibal, Manchester, Mass. - ob 
| Mr. 4. Edson, Praintree, Mass. > 00 
| Mr. +. Thompson, ‘Tyngsborough, Mass. 2 00 
| Mr. P. Keith, Wareham, Mass. 2 00 
Mr. M. Coate, Newoburv Co. House, g.C. 5 0 
Dr. Thos. Shell, do. ° 00 
| Mr. O. Hallett, Yarmouth, Mass. 2 00 
| Mr. T. Mason, Cambridgeport, Mass. ; 00 
| Mr. J. Boardman, do. 5 00 
| Mr. J. Dane, de a? 


HENRY BOW 
August 14, 1824. 











